Less Than a Quarter of Broadway and OffBroadway
Roles Go to Actors of Color, Report Reveals
An annual report from the AAPAC shows that The Great White Way is …very white. Still.
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On the rehearsal set of Picnic, Obiewinning director Sam Gold (center) posed for one last photo with the full company:
Cassie Beck (Christine Schoenwalde), Maddie Corman (Irma Kronkite), Reed Birney (Howard Bevans), Madeleine Martin
(Millie Owens), Mare Winningham (Flo Owens), and Sebastian Stan (Hal Carter) (rear from left); Chris Perfetti
(Bomber), Elizabeth Marvel (Rosemary Sydney), Maggie Grace (Madge Owens), Ellen Burstyn (Helen Potts), and Ben
Rappaport (Alan Seymour) (front from left).
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The percentage of minority actors working on Broadway  and at the top 16 notforprofit theater companies in
New York City  rose two percent during the 20112012 season, as compared to the previous season, according
to an annual report by The Asian American Performers Action Coalition (AAPAC). Over the years, the
representation of actors of color has consistently remained within the low 20 percent range, never reaching even
a quarter of all roles cast.
"I don't think a lot of producers, both on Broadway and off, have given the matter much thought," said Dan
Bacalzo, an Adjunct Instructor at New York University who teaches a course on Asian American Theatre. "I
don't think there's any malicious intent involved; they simply don't think about it."
In Roudabout Theatre Company's The Mystery of Edwin Drood, two white actors appear in brownface and
their movements parody certain forms of Indian dance for comic effect. It was the movements of these

characters, who represent "exotic and potentially dangerous foreigners," that Bacalzo found problematic.
"Do I think the Roundabout was racist?" Bacalzo said. "Not really. Do I think they didn't think about it at all?
Yes. And again, that's the issue. "
As a theater reviewer, Bacalzo said his criticism of the issues associated with allwhite casting has often been
watered down by editors, removing most of its impact.
"We also shouldn't forget the media's complicity in this, either," he said.
Regardless of who is to blame, the statistics are bleak. The AAPAC's report found that AfricanAmerican actors
were cast in 16 percent of all roles, despite the fact that, according to 2010 U.S. Census data, they make up 23
percent of the city's population. Hispanics were cast in three percent of all roles, despite representing roughly 29
percent of New York City. While 13 percent of the city is AsianAmerican, Asians comprised only three percent of
roles on the city's stages. Caucasians filled 77 percent of all roles, far outweighing their respective population
size. Only 33 percent of New York City is white.
We've come a long…Wait. Please Hold. Let's check those statistics again.
We've come a marginallylonger way, baby.

